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А Reminder 


Hebrew is written from right to left. Consequently 
you are now looking at the beginning of this book. 
Reading from right to left, after you have gone 
through the English preface and pronouncing aids, 
you start at page 1 of the text. The pages are de- 
signed in four related parts: 
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PREFACE 


This first book of Hebrew, the fifth Language through 
Pictures in the Pocket Books series, has been prepared 
through the collaboration of David Weinstein of the Hebrew 
Teachers College, Boston, and the Graduate School of 
Education, Harvard University. The new text starts from 
the original pictures, revising and rearranging detail as 
required to meet the needs of the Hebrew language. It 
uses these simple picture-situation-sequences as a scaffolding 
on which to display the essentials of Hebrew sentence 
structure built with widely useful words. 

Like its English model, the text is graded in its intake of 
both vocabulary and structural elements. Its design makes 
possible an orderly advance into the language, step by step. 
The pictorial commentary in stick figure drawings supplies 
an adequate running explanation of sentences in the earlier 
sequences. Later, ideas as well as objects can be talked 
about with the help of words already taught. The book is 
largely self-reviewing. 

Certain arbitrary points of procedure have been adopted 
in this text, to keep the introduction to Hebrew simple. 
Significant features of the presentation include the following: 


(1) Vocabulary Selection: words employed in the book 
have been selected on the basis of range of application 
and high utility rather than mere frequency of occur- 
rence in Hebrew literature. 

(2) Treatment of the Pronoun: personal pronouns, usually 
omitted in the language, are here given in parentheses 
to facilitate the learning of verb endings. 
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Preface vi 


(3) Contractions: to limit the structural load, contractions 
of pronouns with verbs and with nouns are not for the 
most part employed at this stage of instruction. 

(4) Diacritical Marks: the “dagesh” (a dot added at times 
to some consonants in Hebrew), ordinarily employed 
to indicate absence of a root letter or for purposes of 
accent, is omitted in this text. So also is the “mappik” 
(a dot added at times to the À when it takes a final 
position). 

(5) Imperatives: imperatives at this stage are expressed 
by the appropriate form of the future. 


Acknowledgments should here be made to Professors 
Abraham Halkin and Hillel Bavli of the Teachers Institute 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America and to 
Mr. Aaron Rashish, principal of the Menorah Institute, 
Roxbury, Mass., for a critical reading of the text. Thanks 
are due to Messrs. Arnold Band and Isadore Twersky of 
the Hebrew Teachers College of Boston for their comments 


' and proofreading. 


We are grateful to Dr. Eisig Silberschlag, Dean of the 
Hebrew Teachers College of Boston, for opportunities to 
test the teaching efficiency of the text in classes of adults at 
the Hebrew Teachers College during 1953 and 1954 and 
at Camp Yavneh, an affiliate of the College during the 
summers of 1952-3-4; also to Mr. Samuel Stohn of the 
Malden Hebrew School, Malden, Mass., for opportunity 
to use the materials with classes of children. 


I. A. R. 
C. M. G. 


SUGGESTIONS TO THE BEGINNER 


You can go a long way in learning everyday Hebrew 
through this book. Five hundred and fifty and more of the 
most widely useful words in the Hebrew language are put 
to work for you in key syntax patterns so that you will not 
find them difficult to master and apply. These common 
words in the essential sentence forms are made clear to you 
page by page with the help of pictures. Read each page 
from right (1) to left (2), and then again from right (3) 
to left (4) in the two lower frames. 


As you work with this book you will see that each page is 
part of a larger design, building systematically upon the 
pages which go before it. Moreover, each page has its own 
organic relations between its several parts. The individual 
frames, 1, 2, 3 and 4, become comprehensible to you with 
the help of one another. Study the pictures on a page and 
you will see as you examine the sentences which accompany 
them how the phrasing changes with the details in the 
pictures, and why. Follow the sequence from frame to 
frame and from page to page to find out what the sentences 
say. New words will take on meaning as you proceed, 
and your knowledge of the language will develop. 
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ix Suggestions to the Beginner 


For example, consider page 14 of the book for a moment. 
Picture 1 on that page shows a man beside a table which 
has a hat on it. The hat isa man’s hat. The accompanying 
caption reads: “(N70 by 100 v3i27, There are no new 
words in this sentence which have not been made clear in 
the previous pages. If you turn back to page 9 you will see 
how the meaning of the word '**9212,, has been established 
with frame 3, and how its definite state, "$2157, has 
previously become clear through frames 2, 3 and 4 on the 
adjoining page. Turning now to page 11 you see how “ib, 
was explained in the second and third pictures in contrast 
to “bg, in the first and “n@,, in the fourth. The word 
“by,, was first explained in frame 4 on page 10 in contrast 
to “..3,, in frame 3. The meaning of the word “9, 
together with its definite state “j@Q,, was indicated on 
page 9 in frames 1 and 2. This sentence of picture 1, all of 
whose words are understood, sets the stage for the action 
which is to follow and for new variants to be comprehen- 
sible. Picture 2 ©... 999... DW VO? ...,, gives a new 
pattern. This becomes meaningful as it is compared with 
4, .. אֶת ... מַעַל‎ TOD ...,, and הַסִיראֶת...מַעַל...*‎ ...,, 
of pictures 3 and 4. The old vocabulary provides a frame- 
work to give support to these new features of vocabulary 
and structure, while the pictures, showing the action in the 
future, present and past, make the meaning clear at once. 

You will notice that the new items on this page are 
mastered without recourse to a translation or to a bilingual 
dictionary. While you are working along from page to 
page, comparing pictures and sentences and getting new 
meanings clear, it is well to keep your first language as far 
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as possible out of your mind. DON'T TRANSLATE! If 
you do, the sounds, the sentence forms and the meaning 
patterns of your mother tongue will get in your way and 
make your learning of Hebrew more difficult. There are 
question pages from time to time which will test your 
mastery of the material. You can easily check yourself by 
referring to the pages on which the answers are given. 

Information concerning recordings and workbooks, as 
well as film strips and sound motion pictures, for use with 
this text, is available from Language Research, Inc., 
13 Kirkland Street, Cambridge, Mass. 

A Hebrew Reading Primer, based on Words on Paper by 
I. A. Richards and Christine M. Gibson, Language Re- 
search, Inc., will shortly be available for use with this text. 
The primer employs a graded letter and word intake, and 
uses very simple sentences, to provide a smooth introduction 
to Hebrew script. 


HEBREW PRONUNCIATION 


Here are a few hints about the pronunciation of Hebrew 
for those who are going to use this book without the help 
of a teacher. The Hebrew language, unlike European 
languages, is both read and written from right to left. The 
pronunciation given is the Sefardic, the type of Hebrew 
pronunciation used officially by the state of Israel. Happily, 
there are no Hebrew sounds excepting the “П” and “2” 
which will be found difficult to approximate. The Hebrew 
“п” and “2” are pronounced like the German “ch” as in 
"doch". For the other letters of the Hebrew alphabet the 
charts that follow will prove helpful to English-speaking 
beginners in acquiring an acceptable Hebrew pronuncia- 
tion. 


THE CONSONANTS 


Numerical Fansat iii Written. Pronun- Printed 
value* letter. ciation Letter 

1 alef vxo ₪ silent x 

2 bet ma ₪ b з 
vet ma a v ב‎ 

3 geemel ш] Ф g 3 

4 dalet гет =) d ni 

5 he bn] > h n 


(asin head") 


* Hebrew does not have special characters for numerals. It uses instead the 
letters of the alphabet for such purposes as dates, counting, etc. 
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Hebrew Pronunciation 


xii 


Se אש‎ kuq 
6 vav т 4 v 1 
7 zayeen m 5 z T 
8 chet " 

py D (as 2 the 
German “doch”) 
9 tet mo © t v 
10 yod יד‎ D y ` 
(as in “yes”) 
20 kaf "n? 3 k 3 
chaf y Be) ch 
(as in the 
German “doch”) 
chafsofeet pino p ch (final) т 
30 lamed тоз f ל‎ 
40 mem מַם‎ A m 5 
mem sofeet = סוּפִית‎ pp A m (final) m 
50 noon п э n 1 
noonsofeet —IPbiom 1 n (final) 1 
60 samech т D 8 ° 
70 ayeen w w silent » 
80 pe кю ə P 5 
(as in “pet”) 
fe bi] ә f b 
fe sofeet mposa = f) га) n 
90 tsadee ы: 3 t x 
tsadee sofeet pio" $ ts (final) ү 


xii Hebrew Pronunciation 


COM TC NC שולשה‎ 
100 kof קוף‎ ₪ k P 
200 resh ריש‎ Sy Y ר‎ 
300 sheen TÉ > sh v 

seen m e s t 
400 tav wv N t n 

tav у о ת‎ t т” 


Examination of this chart shows that two of the con- 
sonants, the א‎ and the Y are silent wherever they occur. 
Furthermore, a number of consonants are pronounced 
alike: the 1 and 3 are both v; the 2 and П are both ch; the 
P and 2 are both k; the ש‎ and о are both s; and the D and ñ 
and ט‎ are all t The ש‎ (sh) and ₪ (s) are distinguished only 
by the dot placed either to the right or to the left of them 
respectively. Five additional consonants have two forms: 
7,2; 0 5; 1,5 9,0; Y .צ,‎ The last consonant in each of 
these series (reading from right to left) is a final consonant 
used only at the end of a word. 


THE VOWELS 


Name of Vowel Pronunciation Vowel sign 


kamats gadol bim yap 
patach nap 
cholam nbin 
kamats katan Top yop 


т 
а as in “father”! { А 


о as in “doll” { 4 


* In Ashkenazic pronunciation this letter is pronounced "8", 
1 In Ashkenazic pronunciation wel is pronounced as in "doll". 
In addition the . becomes "e" as ight" and the $ (or) ` becomes “o” as 


in "snow". 


xiv 


Name of Vowel Pronunciation Vowel sign 
- туз € as in “they” 
הי‎ "bo eas in “pet” 
shooruk שורק‎ 
cem es Pr mes { 1 
2 ` 
"checreek. prn ее as in “feet”? 
chatai patach npb7nen like - but of 
shorter length 
chatafkamatz Top “non G as in “doll” T 
chataf scgol — "ho-non like ,, but of = 
shorter length 
sheva xv silent : 


er above or below 


All the Hebrew vowels are placed ей] 
the consonants with the exception of the shooruk (7) which 
is placed to the left of the consonant, Each vowel combined 
with a consonant forms a syllable. Hebrew words of more 
than one syllable are most often accented on the last syl- 
lable. Otherwise, the accent falls on the next to the last 
syllable. The pronunciation guide which follows will 
enable the beginner wo examine closely the manner in 
which the vowels combined with consonants form syllables 
and the syllables form words. 


3 Since few people Uday differentiate between the cheereek sadul and katan 
ви katawan, the sient and vocal sheva, no distinction in pronunciation need be 
Tide at thie mage. 


PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


The language of the first twelve pages of this book, with 
the addition of ten later sentences, will be found to offer 
ample exercise of the sounds in the charts. For the con- 
venience of beginners it is here reproduced with the 
Hebrew script to the left of each page section number, 
reading right to left, and the pronunciation in English 


sounds to the right, reading left to right. 


TN 2 atah 
TN 4 at 


128 2 aten 
Ron 4 hee 


JD 2 hen 
ЮП 4 anachnoo 


DÜ הוא‎ 2 hoo sham: 
„Оў NT 4 hee sham. 


Page 1 


Page 2 


Page 3 


Page 4 


03 


atem 
hoo 


hem 
anee 


anee kan. 


hee kan. 
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Page 5 
-D DN 2 at sham. RD TDX 1 atah kan. 
209 IDX 4 aten sham, PR DDN 3 atem kan. 


Page 6 


В} 2 hen sham. T 1 hem kan. 


«RI MM 4 anachnoo kan. 3 atem sham. 
Page 7 
זאת אֶשָה.‎ 2 zot eeshah. APR TY 1 zeh eesh. 
hee kan. RDN hoo kan. 
<TR nat 4 zot eeshah. אִיש.‎ Л) 3 zeh cesh, 
שֶם.‎ NT hee sham. .ngxin hoo sham. 
Page 8 
הָאִיש‎ 2 ha-eesh WRJ 1 ha-cesh 
שָׁם.‎ nin ha-zeh sham. qu2nm ha-zeh kan. 
DÝR hoo sham. הוא כָּאן.‎ hoo kan. 
TNT 4 ha-eeshah TNT 3 ha-ceshah 
שָׁם.‎ niin ha-zot sham. лхо הַאת‎ ha-zot kan. 
DGR hee sham. הַיאכַאן.‎ hee kan. 
Page 9 
2 zeh shulchan. «197% AY 1 zeh shulchan. 
ha-shulchan 人 ?da ha-shulchan 
ha-zeh sham. הַָה פּאן.‎ | hazeh kan. 


hoo sham. הוא פָּאן.‎ hoo kan. 
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Page 9 (Continued) 
УЛА 4 zot yad. .924D n] 3 zeh kova. 
DSN זאת‎ zot etsba. 
.Ja ואת‎ zot bohen. 
אֶצְבָּעוּת.‎ DON eleh etsbaot. 


Page 10 
-S3i5 nt 2 zeh kova. ANA זה‎ 1 zeh rosh. 
paisa Л] zeh ha-kova WRIA Лр zeh ha-rosh 
Er] shelee. shelee. 
by y3i93 4 ha-kova al הַכּוּבַע‎ 3 ha-kova 
290 הֶראש‎ ha-rosh shelee. X T3 bayad shelee. 
by күл hoo al TAN hoo bayad 
הָרֹאשׁשָׁלֵי.‎ ha-rosh shelee. shelee. 
Page 11 
VIF n] 2 zeh ha-kova 23429 Л] 1 zeh ha-kova 
שָׁלוֹ.‎ shelo. shelee. 
TA הַכּוֹבַע‎ 4 ha-kova bayad by הַכוּבַע‎ 3 ha-kova al 
лку эй shelha-eeshah. | b WRIT ha-rosh shel 
75393127 — ha-kova bayad הָאִישׁ.‎ ha-eesh. 
Er shelah. Sy $2127  ha-kova al 


"log הֶראש‎ ha-rosh shelo, 
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Page 12 

190 הַכוֹבַע‎ л] 1 zeh ha-kova shelcha. 

“19203 הוּא עַל‎ hoo al ha-shulchan. 

У TIN 2 eleh ha-kovaeem shelachem. 
7907 על‎ 077 hem al ha-shulchan. 

0d DITI MN 3 eleh ha-yadayeem shelee. 

nat zot ha-yad ha-smoleet shelee. 


zot ha-yad ha-ymancet shelee. 


nat zot ha-yad ha-ymaneet shelach. 


-77% הַשְׂמָאלִית‎ TD זאת‎ zot ha-yad ha-smolect shelach. 


Page 23 


OY OYA NIT Wy 4 achshav hoo bayadayeem shel‏ הָאִיש. 
ha-eesh.‏ 


Page 25 
«papa ni 3 zeh bakbook. 


Page 26 
«bi» ПАЇ 2 zot kos. 
זאת רְצְפָה.‎ 4 zot reetspah. 


Page 29 
ואת רְגֶל.‎ 1 zot regel, 
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Page 31 
Nin 3 hoo poteach et ha-delet. 
ЛП Л] 4 zeh choot. 


Page 35 
הַדָלָת.‎ nk ПЛЮ? NY 4 hoo yiftach ct ha-delet. 


Page 48 
SITO זה‎ 4 zeh madaf. 


Page 99 
ТУ] 1 zeh etz. 


* Note that “Г” at the end of a word is pronounced “ach”. 
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ШЫ 


1 ny» 


s nat i זָה אִישׁ.‎ 


זָה אִישׁ. H‏ זאת лух‏ 


DY NT i EE 


nins 8 


mo | aN na הָאֵשׁ‎ 
— a Н —— 
DU wm і quo הא‎ 


-| -一 一 一 | 


DU הַוֹאת‎ nw 


2 oceanccceaaa 


ng‏ הַוֹאת כַּאן. 
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9 пуур 
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g j 6 
i = 
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10 


VID л] 
^?ў vai»n nr 
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290 עַל הֶראש‎ vai» 


ре 
עַל הֶראש שָלִי.‎ мп 
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5 


290 T3 הַכּוֹבַע‎ 
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The Folger Library 
GENERAL READER'S SHAKESPEARE 


Edited by Louis B. Wright, Director, 
and Virginia A. LaMar, Executive Sec- 
retary, The Folger Shakespeare Library 


PUBLISHED BY WASHINGTON SQUARE PRESS, INC. 
AVAILABLE IN THIS SERIES: 


Аз You Like It 

Hamlet, Prince of Denmark 
Henry the Fourth, Part 1 
Henry the Fourth, Part 2 
Julius Cesar 

King Henry the Fifth 

King Lear 

Macbeth 

The Merchant of Venice 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
Othello, the Moor of Venice 
Richard the Third 

Romeo and Juliet 


Twelfth. Night 


CW 106) 
(W 103) 
(W 109) 
CW 110) 
(W 112) 
wu) 
CW 113) 
CW 115) 
(W 116) 
сут) 
CW 118) 
(W 120) 
СУ 121) 
СУ 124) 


OTHER FOLGER LIBRARY PLAYS 


Doctor Faustus 
by Christopher Marlowe 


The Duchess of Malfi 
by John Webster 


Price will be changed to 454 on future editions. 


(W 100) 


(w101) 


45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45é 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 
45¢ 


45¢ 


35¢* 
FOL-S 
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«x: WASHINGTON SQUARE PRESS CLASSICS сыз 


A new and growing series presenting distinguished 
literary works in an inexpensive, well-designed format 


cies + > = + a 
Anthologies of Short Stories, Poetry and Essays Now 
in Washington Square Press Editions 


Cnuavcrn, Grorrney, The Canterbury Tales. Translated by R. М. 
Тазалау Preface by Mark Van Doren. Illustrated. W 567 
60¢ 
Crane, STEPHEN, Maggie and Other Stories. Selected and with | 
an Introduction by Austin McC. Fox. W 133 (45¢) 
Frost, Ковент, New Enlarged Anthology of Poems. Edited by | 
Louis Untermeyer. Illustrated. W 556 (60¢) | 
HawrHonwE, NATHANIEL, Twice-Told Tales and Other Short | 
Stories. Introduction by Quentin Anderson. W 580 (60¢) 
Muray, Epna Sr. Vincent, Collected Lyrics. Introduction by 
Norma Millay. W 550 (60¢) 
Muay, Epna Sr. Vincent, Collected Sonnets. Introduction by 
Norma Millay. W 551 (60¢) 
Prrerson, Houston, ed., Great Essays. W 598 (60¢) 
Por, Encan ALLAN, Great Tales and Poems. W 246 (45¢) 
SHAKESPEARE, WILLIAM, The Complete Sonnets, Songs and Poems, 
Edited by Henry W. Simon. W 131 (45¢) 
5 M. Ермохр, ed., A Pocket Book of Short Stories. W 255 
Ф 
Srranz, M. Ермохр, ed., The Pocket Book of Verse. W 241 (456) 
WirLtAMs, Oscar, ed., Immortal Poems of the English Language. 
W 553 (604) 
MATE Oscan, ed., The Pocket Book of Modern Verse. W 554 
0 


о + V. כ‎ 


If your bookseller does not have the titles you want, you may 
order them by sending retail price, plus 10¢ per book for postage 
and handling, to: Mail Service Department, Washington Square | 
Press, Inc., 1 West 39th Street, New York 18, N.Y. Please enclose | 
check or money order—not responsible for orders containing cash. 

WsP-1 (8) 


A Reminder 


Hebrew is written from right to left. Consequently, 
the page you are now reading, which would ordi- 
narily be the first page of a book printed in English, 
is the last one of a book printed in Hebrew. There- 
fore, reading from right to left, you start Hebrew 
Through Pictures at the other end of the book. 


]ית פְְֶּמוּנוּת) 


BOOK-1 


ere is a book for learning 

quickest and clearest way—t 
For those with no knowledge of 
for anyone in the early stages 0 


book makes learning seem more 


